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SUBJ: REPORT OF NEW SOVIET BASE 

REF: (A) NAIROBI 13946 (B) MOGADISCIO 2009 

1 . EMBASSY HAS NO RPT NO EVIDENCE THAT THERE IS A SOVIET BASE 

AT BUR GAVO OR ELSEWHERE ON SOUTHERN SOMALI COAST. INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE HERE INDICATES THAT HOUSING PROJECT FOR FISHING COMMUNITY 
WAS RECENTLY COMPLETED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE INLET, OPPOSITE 
BUR GAVO TOWN. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS ACTIVITY WAS MISTAKEN 
FOR SOVIET BASE CONSTRUCTION. (FYI: BUR GAVO WAS, IN FACE, USED 
AS SUBMARINE BASE BY ITALIANS IN WORLD WAR II. BUR GAVO INLET 
IS ONE OF FEW NATURAL DEEP-WATER PORTS IN SOMALIA. END FYI) 

2. WE SHARE EMBASSY NAIROBI'S CONCERN THAT SOVIET BASE 
ALLEGATIONS AND USMC FLY-BY WILL BE LINKED IN WESTERN MEDIA. EVEN 
IF NOT SO LINKED, THE GSDR, WHICH IS VERY SENSITIVE TO ANY US 
INTERACTION WITH SOMALIA'S NEIGHBORS, IS QUITE CAPABLE OF 
CONCLUDING ON ITS OWN THAT THE FLY-BY AND ALLEGATIONS REFLECT 
STEPPED-UP US/KENYAN COOPERATION AGAINST SOMALIA. THIS WOULD 

BE PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE BECAUSE THE GSDR, WHICH HAS SEEMED 
TO BE SIGNALLING A DESIRE FOR AN IMPROVEMENT IN BILATERAL 
RELATIONS (REFTEL B), MAY INTERPRET THE KENYAN EVENTS AS A 
US REJECTION OF THEIR APPARENT SIGNALS. 

3. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT DEPARTMENT SOPKESMEN FIND AN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MOGADI 02035 1 3 1 1 3 1Z 

OCCASION TO RESPOND THAT US HAS NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

ASSERTION THAT SOVIETS ARE BUILDING BASE IN BUR GAVO. 

VERBALLY DISSOCIATION THE USG FROM THE STORY MAY NOT PERSUADE 
THE GSDR OF US NON INVOLVEMENT, BUT IT MIGHT AT LEAST LIMIT 
THE DAMAGE. 

4. FOR NAIROBI: WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING TEXTS OF 
LOCAL REPORTAGE AND EDITORIAL COMMENT, IF ANY, ON BASE 
ALLEGATION. 

LOUGHRAN 
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